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Magda er en smuk kvinde i sin bedste alder og alenemor til sin 10-årige søn, der er vild med fodbold. Til sønnens træning møder hun en dag Arturo (Luis Tosar) og bliver hans store trøst, da han pludselig står overfor en ufattelig familietragedie. Situationen spejler sig, da Magda selv får en skæbnesvanger diagnose. Bevæbnet med humor og en spirende kærlighed, tager hun kampen op og lever livet, som var hver dag på samme tid den første og den sidste.   
Filmen er produceret af Penélope Cruz og Julio Medem. Medem fik sit gennembrud i 1993 med filmen ”Det røde egern”, som vandt Award of the Youth på Cannes Film Festival. Filmen fik dansk premiere og det gjorde hans næste film ”Tierra” fra 1996 også. Filmen blev nomineret til Guldpalmerne i Cannes. ”De elskende ved polarcirklen” fulgte i 1998 og hans ”Sex & Lucia” fra 2001, blev Medems mest sete film herhjemme. Filmens musikalske spor er komponeret af den tredobbelt Oscar-nominerede Alberto Iglesias (“Dame, konge, es, spion”, “Drageløberen” og “The Constant Gardener”, mens Kiko de la Rica står for filmens betagende billeder. Kiko de la Rica huskes særligt for sine magiske billedside til ”Blancanieves”, som han vandt en Goya for.
DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Julio Medem was born in San Sebastián-Donostia in 1958. He received his Bachelor´s Degree in Medicine and General Surgery in the University of País Vasco. Since his studies he has developed a career in film, publicity and as a writer as well. Since the beginning of his journey Julio’s work has been recognized in first tier film festivals on a national and international scale.  Some of his feature length films are: Vacas (Cows) (1992, writer and director), which won the Goya Prize for best new director and was nominated for best screenplay, La ardilla roja (The Red Squirrel) (1993), which he wrote and directed, it premiered in the Director´s Fortnight at Cannes, where he won the youth prize, the public prize and the best foreign film; Tierra (1996, writer and director) which premiered in the official selection at Cannes and won the special jury prize in the Festival of Sao Paolo; Los amantes del Círculo Polar (Lovers of the Arctic Circle) (1998, writer and director) which premiered in Venice and was selected at Sundance, Toronto, Karlovy Vary and won best picture at the Brussels Film Festival, Lucía y el sexo (Sex and Lucía) (2001, writer and director) premiered in Toronto and was selected in London and Paris Film Festivals and received the Emerging Masters award and the Public Prize of Best Director at the Seattle Film Festival; Room in Rome (2010, script adaptation, director and editor), which is based on the book “En la cama” de Matías Biche which premiered in the Málaga Film Festival; 7 Days in Habana (short film La tentación de Cecilia, 2012, writer and director) which premiered in Cannes and was selected in The Habana Film Festival and at San Sebastián…

His noteworthy documentaries include La Pelota Vasca, La piel contra la piedra (2003, writer, director, editor and producer) which won the award for best documentary film in Guadalajara Film Festival (Mexico) and was also nominated for a Goya for best documentary film and 1% Esquizofrenia (2006).

He is also the author of the historic novel Aspasia, amante de Atenas (2012) published by Espasa-Planeta. 

CAST BIOGRAPHIES: PENÉLOPE CRUZ

Penélope Cruz was born in Madrid in 1974. She did her first feature film in 1990, El laberinto del griego, (The Greek Labyrinth) directed by Rafael Alcázar and 2 years later her career catapulted with the success of Jamón, Jamón. Since then her career has been meteoric: in the 1990’s she starred in La Celestina by Gerardo Vera and in the comedy El Amor perjudica gravemente la salud (Love can Seriously Damage your Health) by Manuel Gómez Pereira; in 1997 an opportunity arose in her first Almodóvar film, Carne Trémula (Live Flesh), and 2 years later she officially became the actress of the moment thanks to the film by Alejandro Amenábar Abre los ojos (Open Your Eyes) (1997) and the La niña de tus ojos (The Girl of Your Dreams) by Fernando Trueba. 

Thanks to the Oscar winning film by Almodóvar Todo sobre mi madre (All About My Mother) (1999) Penélope received international notoriety and began her Hollywood career where she was cast in All the Pretty Horses by Billy Bob Thornton costarring Matt Damon. She also participated in the remake of Abre los ojos, Vanilla Sky with Tom Cruise. 

Her next collaboration with Almodóvar was in Volver (2006) for which she won best actress at Cannes and was nominated for an Oscar. In Vicky Cristina Barcelona directed by Woody Allen in 2007 she won her first Oscar for best actress and in 2009 she would work again with Almodóvar in Los abrazos rotos (Broken Embraces). In Nine 2009 she was nominated for a third time for an Oscar and in 2010 she had a small role in Sex and the City 2. The Italian film Twice Born premiered at the beginning of 2013 by Sergio Castellitto and she was also in The Counselor that same year with Ridley Scott. 

CAST BIOGRAPHIES: LUIS TOSAR

Born in 1971 in Lugo Spain, he began his career in 1994 in his native home of Galicia acting in short films and TV series, since then he has worked as an actor in film, television and theater and has worked as a producer as well.

His film work is extensive and varied, his notable film work includes: Mondays in the Sun (2002) by Fernando León for which he won the Goya for best actor; Te doy mis ojos (Take My Eyes)  by Icíar Bollaín (2003) for which he won the Goya for best actor and the Silver Shell at the Festival in San Sebastián, following this he joined independent filmmaker Jim Jarmusch in The Limits of Control, and later Cell 211 (2009) directed by Daniel Monzón for which he won best actor at the Goya’s for the second time.  He was a nominated for many awards with the film Even the Rain also directed by Icíar Bollaín. Last year he formed part of the cast of the box office success El Niño, where he worked with Daniel Monzón once again, and Musarañas, a thrilled directed by Juan Fernando Andrés and Esteban Roel. 

CAST BIOGRAPHIES: ASIER ETXEANDIA

Born in 1975 in Bilbao he left País Vasco after studying acting and moved to Madrid where the opportunity came for him to work on a TV series Un paso adelante. Since then Asier has developed a career as an actor in film, television and theater. He joined the cast of Herederos, Paco´s Men, and Love is Forever, and he triumphed in his role as Raúl de la Riva in Velvet (2014- ). In film his prominent work includes Café solo o con ellas (2006) by Alvaro Díaz Lorenzo, The Thirteen Roses (2007) by Emilio Martínez Lázaro, and Mentiras y gordas (2008) by Alfonso Albacete.

His theater work is extensive including Cabaret where he acted from 2003 until 2005, A Midsummer´s Night Dream (2006-2007) directed by Tamzin Towshend, La Chunga (2013) directed by Aitana Sánchez Gijón and the spectacle The Interperter which has been a hit since 2013.

CREDITS

CAST

Magda: Penélope Cruz

Arturo: Luis Tosar

Julián: Asier Etxeandia

Dani: Teo Planell

Raúl: Alex Brendemühl

Nurse: Silvia Abascal

CREW

Producers: Penélope Cruz, Julio Medem, Alvaro Longoria

Coproducer: Alexandra Lebret

Director: Julio Medem

Screenplay: Julio Medem

Director of Photography : Kiko de la Rica

Editor: Julio Medem and Iván Aledo

Production Designer: Montse Sanz

Music: Alberto Iglesias

Original Music “Origen del Mundo” and musical arrangements of “Mi Gran Noche” and “Vivir”:

Eduardo Cruz

Line Producer: Pablo Ramírez

Postproduction Supervisor: Elena Alcolea

Sound Editor: David Mantecón

Sound Recording: Marco A. Toledo

Sound Recording Supervisor: Juan Borrell

Costume Designer: Carlos Díez

Hair Designer: Massimo Gattabrusi

Makeup Designer: Ana Lozano 

Casting: Ana Trápaga and Patricia Álvarez
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